SAMPLE QUOTES
A. Richard Winsor: "And now, as I stand here, my eye rests upon that little upper chamber within the prison walls, where we have often sung and prayed together, and there, as we have consulted together concerning the glorious combat between Freedom and Slavery, I have seen the tear glisten in the eye, and heard the outgushing of hearts filled with the love of truth, as these dear brethren have consecrated their wives, their little ones, their property, their lives, and all, to God and Freedom."

C. William Lincoln: "Slavery is a fountain whose waters spread along all its course desolation, misery, despair, and stolidity more dire than the dreadful Upas shade.  We Americans have wondered at its death course from its fountain, at its deep springs in Covetousness and Lust to its 'consummation of all villany.'... Let us gird ourselves with truth and holiness, and then under the banner of the Almighty we shall move on to certain victory."

E. JOHN SCOTT: "We left our loved homes ere the snows of early spring had melted, and we returned not till the gardens were filled with flowers, and the fields clothed with greenness.  We have endeavored to maintain the truth, and we are not ashamed to send down our example to our children.  God has been very merciful to us, and we and our families have been preserved in health.  Surely God has encouraged us ever after this to 'stand up for Jesus.'"
F. Ansel Lyman: "Our fathers fought at Bunker Hill and on the plains of Lexington for the rights and liberties which we this day enjoy.  Liberties, did I say?  No.  We do not all enjoy liberty.  It was the design of the fathers of this great Republic that all should enjoy the blessings of liberty without distinction in regard to birth, complexion, or conditions of men.  I would say in conclusion, that we should all adopt the language of Patrick Henry, 'Give me liberty, or give me death.'"

G. HENRY PECK: "In the months of trial now brought to a happy close, it has been the lot of myself and my associates to be called upon to make in behalf of the cause of God and humanity, frequent and practical surrenders of things dear to us.  And in every case the thing surrendered has been more than restored to us... Surely our cup runs over with good things, and long will it be before we forget the mercies which in our imprisonment and in our release, we have been and are permitted to enjoy."

H. JAMES FITCH: "Never since I became a lover of truth have my hopes risen so high, and my confidence in her speedy triumph been so great.  Courage and energy are all we want, when warring for the Lord...  Oberlin alone, if baptized with the true spirit of martyrs, would be a match for the world.  This glorious company of youths, clothed in the panoply of righteousness, strong in the boldness of truth, and fired with the zeal of the Lord, could soon send the huge but really weak monster, Slavery, howling to his native hell."

I. Henry Evans: "When I was cast into prison, my heart again said, let thy will, not mine be done.  I need not tell you, my friends, that to suffer for humanity's sake has been to me a pleasure and not a pain... I feel that we have discharged our duty; we have finished the work given us to do.  The telegraph wires have flashed our victory through the country.  It has gone up to heaven - angels and archangels are now singing hosannas to the Lord for our deliverance..."

J. JOHN WATSON: "when I look upon these my brethren in bonds, my heart gushes with gratitude to think that their friends are my friends... But if good has grown out of our sufferings, we ought to be content.  My friends, as the hour is late, I will not detain you.  I rest in this confidence, that your purpose is one purpose, and that it was never so fixed as now, that whatever you may have done in the past, henceforth you will show oppression no quarter."

L. Ralph Plumb: "Fellow-citizens, it gives me great pleasure to assure you that the band of Rescuers whom you greet stand before you to-night, with yourselves breathing the free air once more of free Oberlin, without having in the least degree compromised themselves to you... It is meet that your rejoicings should be without restraint, for the victory has been complete."

Source: Jacob Rudd Shipherd, Oberlin Wellington Rescue, pp. 265-275
