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NR:  Oberlin College thematic nomination

Oberlin

135 West Lorain

Richardsonian Romanesque

1911

Joseph Lyman Silsbee, Chicago

Other Building

Men’s Dormitory

Student Union of Oberlin College

3.036

McQuillin (75)

Stone

Stone Bearing

Hip
Moderate
Clay Tile, Roman Tile

20

5

Stone, Rock-Faced Ashlar

Rectangular

Rehabilitation

1 over 1 Double-hung

6 Gable End, Exterior Both Ends

No

O.H.I.O.  and H.P.C.

9-30-2000

196 ft. X 106 ft.

Lorain County Courthouse:  Lorain County tax records.  O.H.I.O. Resource Center:  Oberlin Historic Preservation
Commission Files.  Blodgett, Geoffrey.  Oberlin Architecture College and Town: A Guide to its Social History.
Oberlin College, 1985.

135 W. Lorain Street
Oberlin OH 44074

41b.Frontage on road 196 ft.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Significance

This symmetrical stone building is a three-and-one-half-story Richardsonian Romanesque Style.  It has a red tile
hipped roof, and a parapet-gable center, on both the front and rear façades. The front entrance has a squared hood,
with two pairs of decorative columns framing the entryway. Similar columns can be found along the rear exposure,
framing the basement-level entryways.  Other features include a large, formal, raised porch around the front
entrance, and semicircular, leaded-glass, patterned panels above all front-facing, first-story windows.  All windows
are one-over-one, double-hung, and appear to be original.  The building has undergone regular interior renovations
as the student union of Oberlin College, but retains much of its original woodwork.

From the school's founding men had lived in boarding houses scattered throughout the town.  The college had built
dormitories for women, including Talcott and Baldwin, but not for men.  This building, constructed from a design by
architect Joseph Lyman Silsbee, was intended to correct a perceived imbalance by providing men with campus
housing, and thereby to build male loyalty and a sense of brotherhood at the college.  Men's Building was completed
in 1911 with funding from an anonymous donor, who was later identified as Herbert Wilder a Boston paper
manufacturer.  As is true with so many donors to the college, Mr. Wilder admired President King's aim to combine
academic  (cont.)

Wilder Hall sits on the north side of an Oberlin College campus throughway known as Wilder Bowl.  Its central
location, near many college classroom buildings, reinforces its function as a student union.
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)
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52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies
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  Archival Research
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Other

54. Farmstead Plan

excellence with religious principles; it was named for Wilder in 1956.  Men's Hall provided housing for 65 undergraduate leaders (class officers, athletic
captains, publication editors, etc.) a dining room, a barbershop and other spaces for meetings and assembly (Blodgett).  Today it serves as the student union
and provides space for student organization offices, dining options, mailroom, and meeting and performance space along with places for social gatherings,
relaxation and conviviality.

Wilder Hall was listed on the National Register as part of the Oberlin College thematic nomination in 1978.  It was listed by the City of Oberlin as an Oberlin
City Landmark in November of 1997.
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51. Condition of Property

Date

Excellent                                         Ruin

Good/Fair                                       Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated
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